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Introduction 
   A decline in the level of dependency on agricultural income was one of the 
problems confronted by the farm households during the post-World War II period. 
This meant that the farm was becoming less and less able to support the household. 
Even with government efforts to improve conditions to produce larger incomes from 
farming, the level of dependency dropped from 53 percent in 1960 to 32 percent by 
1973 (Norinsho  Norin Keizai-kyoku Joho-bu 1960-1973 editions). Yet, households 
have persisted as farm households. 
   The continuity of farm households indicates that it possesses the ability to 
adjust its structure in response to environmental conditions. To understand the 
process of adjustment o new conditions a delineation of a farm household into 
various components by their functions is necessary. In an earlier paper, this 
author proposed a household-components approach for analysis of farm household 
problems associated with the effects of seasonal labor migration. The definition 
of the farm household system for this study will be based on a refinement of the 
household-components approach.
The extended farm household  in Japan 
   The definition of a socio-economic structure of a farm household is a picture 
of that household at a point in time within a set of environmental conditions. 
Since a farm household alters its structure in response to environmental conditions, 
a study of its past structure and operations will be useful in revealing some insights 
into the process of adaptation. Further, such a study will aid in identifying the 
basic components of the household which are necessary for continuity. 
   A sketch of the dozoku or "extended family group" and the associated concept 
of an  ie (house) is an important starting point because of its influence on the 
contemporary farm household. A dozoku has been characterized  as a locality 
grouping of cooperating families and individuals (Nagai 1953, 4). This grouping 
was created by the splitting of families or "branch houses" from an original family 
or a"main house" in a region. By the same process of splitting, other houses were 
created from these branch houses. Each house occupied aplace in a hierarchy in 
accordance with its relation to the original  house  ; consequently, the hierarchy of 
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houses was the original main house (so-honke), branch houses (bunke), and 
"grandchild-branch houses" (mago-bunke). Land was necessary for a house to 
create branch houses since land was transferred to newly created branch houses. 
The creation of new branch houses within a dozoku was, therefore, governed by the 
size of land holdings. Generally, however, this form of dozoku was more prevalent 
in the less-developed areas of the country (Fukutake 1975, 72). 
   A main house acquired a large acreage of land in the process of establishing 
itself in a region. This was the economic basis for the household which supplied the 
unit with food and income. As indicated earlier, the main house could establish a 
son in a new house as a branch house if they were able to afford to transfer land to 
the new unit. However, an individual was obligated to give a long period of service 
to the main house before receiving a small acreage of land (Fukutake 1972, 63). 
   The existence of a household and its land provides the initial notion that a 
functional system exists. Such a system consists of several components. The first 
of these may be labelled as the consumption component. It includes the family 
members as well as other individuals who live under the same roof. However, 
this component is also concerned with the physical comforts of the unit and its 
emotional well-being, as well. The land and other physical resources may be 
referred to as the production component and is basic for the economic survival of the 
consumption component. In the delineation of this system, land and other 
related physical resources perform the function of producing food and/or income. 
   Labor is the third component of the system. This component can bedivided 
into two main functional elements. One element functions to maintain the 
household, while the other functions to produce food and income. An individual 
can, however, perform functions in both of these elements. Generally, the number 
of people who can be considered a part of the labor component is smaller than 
the consumption component. Adequacy of workers in the labor component was 
necessary because farming by means of hired laborers did not occur (Fukutake 1972, 
31). Periodic lack of labor during planting and harvesting was covered by labor 
exchanges among the households, but the dependence on family labor was basic. 
   In households where the land holdings were large and labor was inadequate, 
the household took measures to overcome the imbalance between its labor and 
production components. The shortage of labor was overcome by various means. 
Among these was the dependence on labor from branch houses and ritual kin houses. 
Ritual kin houses were established as households through the adoption of non-
family individuals into the main house (Nagai 1953, 17). After a lengthy period 
of service to the household, they were granted or rented land (Nagai 1953, 47). 
These households were expected to perform certain work for the main house as well 
as attend its ritual functions. In this context, the flow of labor from the branch
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and ritual kin households to the main house can be viewed as a flow of family labor. 
   The head of the main house was vested with the decision-making function of 
the dozoku. As such he controlled the financial matters. In addition, the 
responsibility for creating branch houses and providing aid to these households in 
times of need rested with the head of the main house. The fate of individual 
households depended upon the ability of the head. In fact, a branch house could 
rise in importance above its main house and actually become a main house if the 
fortunes of a main house declined. Additionally, the religious rituals of the dozoku, 
were conducted by the head of the main house. But, in each individual household, 
financial matters were handled by the head of that household. 
   Fundamentally, four primary components have been identified in a household 
system dependent on the land for its existence. There are the production 
component, which include land and other resources for the production of food and 
 income  ; the consumption component, which provides food, shelter, and emotional 
well-being; the labor component which includes the members of a household who 
perform tasks for the support and maintenance of the household and farm; and, the 
decision-making component, which is the head of the dozoku, with the allocative 
duties of the dozoku and for his own home, and the heads of the households in the 
branch households, respectively. 
   Thus, dozoku was a socio-economic organization which was comprised of 
several other farm household systems. The original main house was a supra-house-
hold which directed or controlled the activities of others through economic and 
social ties. While the main house provided a minimal support base in the form 
of land to the branch house at the time of its establishment, i  received, in a reciporal 
manner, the labor and loyalty of the branch house. The movement of energy, in 
the form of labor and ritual appearances at the main house, can be viewed as a flow 
from the mago-bunke to bunke to honke to so-honke; or, the branch and ritual kin 
houses to the main house. These socio-economic relationships fostered a feeling 
of dependency by branch and ritual kin houses on the main house as well as any 
feeling of unity which might  accrue from these relationships. 
   The socio-economic relationships of the dozoku was a manifestation of the 
concept of the  ie (house).  Ie is defined as a continuing entity perpetrated in 
principle by patrilineal descent from ancestors to descendents (Fukutake 1972, 39). 
The symbols of  ie unity and continuity are the family deities, the departed spirits 
of the forefathers, the graveyard, the cenotaph, the family constitution, the family 
tradition, the family treasure, and land (Kitano 1962, 44; Fukutake 1975, 64). This 
idea of an  ie was the essential ingredient of unity and continuity which aided in 
holding the dozoku organization together.
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The contemporary farm household 
    The environmental conditions of contemporary farm households is different 
from those of the households with the dozoku organization. The socio-economic 
ties between main and branch houses have been weakened by the dissolution of the 
dozoku. The influence of the market is noticeable by the rise in the rate of com-
mercialization of crops. In this situation the production component's function has 
not changed, but there is an emphasis on cash income as well as food. The emphasis 
on cash income has become more prominent in the contemporary context. 
   The farm household system is unique because its production and consumption 
components are situated in a single place in contract to the household of a wage 
earner. The relationship between the consumption and production components 
is a fundamental one for the existence of the household. In other words, the size 
of the production component (or farm) must reflect the characteristics of the 
consumption component (or the household) (Heady et al. 1953 384-428). The 
balance between the production and consumption components can change as a 
result of changes in the consumption pattern as well as the size of the household. 
The provision of food  and/or income to maintain the well-being of household 
members i  a major function. The production component includes the land, owned 
or rented, and other resources which are necessary to produce food and/or income. 
The maintenance of a balance between these components i a process imilar to that 
of the allocation of resources, choices, and decision-making in an economic system. 
   Components for decision-making and labor are defined because of their 
critical functions in maintaining the balance between the consumption and 
production components. The decision-making component has the responsibility of 
planning farm operations and allocation of resources for production and consump-
tion for the welfare of the household. The definition of a head of household or 
householder, utilized by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, is that individual 
who has the financial responsibility for a household and would approximate the 
position of the decision maker (Norinsho  Norin  Keizai-kyoku  Tokei  Joho-bu 1974, 
11). Also, he is the primary decision maker since he exercises considerable influence 
over the other aspects of the household. The head of household has, however, lost 
some of his power as a result of changes in the methods of rice cultivation. 
Traditional methods depended upon the experience of the head of the household; now 
there is a greater dependence on scientific methods of cultivation (Fukutake 1972, 
 46). 
   The labor component includes persons in a household who function to earn an 
income and maintain the household. The size of this component is generally 
smaller in number than the consumption component because the health and age of
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family members will limit their labor contribution for the performance of various 
tasks for supporting and maintaining the household. 
   Unlike the households in the dozoku, the contemporary farm household 
is comparatively more responsive to influences of the urban areas because of its 
dependence on the urban market. Such influences have caused functional 
imbalances among the components. For example, the inadequacy of the produc-
tion component of a household to produce sufficient income for the consumption 
component presents a major problem. As mentioned earlier, the existence of this 
problem is manifested in a decline in the level of agricultural dependency. The 
imbalance reflects the inability of the production component to make adjustments 
by purchasing or renting more land to earn sufficient incomes to pay for changes in 
the consumption pattern. The consumption pattern of households in the rural 
areas has become similar to that of urban areas. In the post-World War II period, 
the role of the production component changed also. Instead of producing food 
primarily for the household, the production component has become more com-
mercialized to earn cash or credit because of the increasing dependence of the 
household on factory-produced goods. 
   The development of "surplus" labor in the farm household system is a 
companion problem to the inadequacy of the production component. Seasonal 
surpluses of labor was caused by the substitution of factory produced goods for 
items formerly produced at home during the winter period (or agricultural rest 
period). Further, the introduction of new machines for rice cultivation have 
reduced the overall labor input needed, especially at the beginning and end of the 
cultivation cycle. This reduction in needed labor input has extended the 
amount of time available for the pursuit of non-farm work. 
   The system has tended to adjust to these functional imbalances by utilizing its 
most flexible  component  ; it was easier to re-allocate the family labor to cash earn-
ing efforts (Fig. 1). Initially, the system attempted to overcome the income and 
surplus labor imbalances by trying agricultural alternatives, but the results were 
unsatisfactory. The decision maker gradually accepted non-farm work as an 
alternative method to supplement farm income. One form of non-farm work was 
dekasegi or seasonal abor migration. In this type of effort, family members 
migrate to work sites away from the villages for six months or more annually. In 
the past, the concept of seasonal work away from the village was not socially 
acceptable. This was a practice associated with small farmers and tenants and 
carried a social stigma in the  pre-World War II period. Therefore, the acceptance 
of seasonal work migration must be viewed a major change in the perception of 
the environmental conditions by the farm households. 
   Both migrants and the rusu-kazoku,or the family members who remain at
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home, endure much hardships during the dekasegi period. Yet, in 
Tohoku, 25 percent of the farm households are now engaged in 
dekasegi alone (Norin-sho  Norin Keizai-kyoku  Tokei Joho-bu 1973,
regions such as 
the practice of 
7).
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Continuity of the household system as an objective 
   To endure the hardships to which these households are subjected yearly in 
order to sustain themselves indicates a commitment o an ideal far greater 
than just farming and social well-being in the rural areas. This idea is, certainly, 
the concept of an ie. The concept of the ie has not disappeared entirely, even with 
the dissolution of the dozoku (Fukutake 1972  45-49). The symbols of ie unity and 
continuity are still present and constitute a major focus for the household. While 
it may be questionable whether or not the part-time farm households are farm 
households from the viewpoint of farm incomes, retention of the symbols associated 
with an  ie provide the members of the household a means of identification with 
agriculture as an occupation, their past and the attainment of an emotional 
feeling of well-being within the village. Above all, the heads of households till 
perceive themselves as being farmers. 
   Immediate economic and social concerns have also tended to reinforce the 
traditional ideals. Among these concerns are the perceived ifficulties of finding 
a suitable job. Also, there is the anxiety associated with the thought of social 
readjustments which would accompany a change in occupation and relocation. 
Another factor is the difficulty encountered by a seasonal employee in becoming
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a full-time employee in a  company. Seasonal employees tended to be viewed 
simply as a part-time help with no guarantee of continual employment. Thus, the 
seasonal worker is forced to consider dekasegi as a supplemental income earning 
situation rather than as a step toward changing occupations. Also, there was a 
reverse migration of relatives from urban areas to the farms during the period of 
economic dislocation during World War II and its aftermath. This was certainly 
a lesson on the necessity of having a "home-refuge" to which they could return in 
times of economic emergencies. 
   Within this socio-economic context, the ownership of land takes on an even 
greater significance for farm households. This is in addition to the significance 
attached to functions. Most importantly, the possession of land, especially paddy, 
means the continuation of an ability to produce the minimal needs for household 
survival, should the household be unable to find alternatives for earning supplemental 
incomes. Also, the members of farm households have to be aware of the fact that 
their land has been appreciating in value rapidly in the post-War period. Because 
of these social and economic onsiderations, the desire to maintain the place of 
the household and residence in the village evolves as a fundamental motive of the 
farm households' earch for way to overcome the problem of household incomes by 
supplemental means. 
The farm  household  : Dozoku and contemporary household 
   The structure of the household in the dozoku as a  socio-economic organization 
and that of the contemporary farm household is similar. Farming is the basis of 
economic support for the consumption component in both cases.  Quantitatively, 
this may not be ture in the contemporary household, but perceptually households 
still consider themselves to be farmers. The function of the production component 
can be fulfilled by utilizing the family labor, since farming is considered to be a 
family occupation. The allocative duties associated with the production and 
consumption components rest with the decision-making component. 
   The principal differences between the dozoku as a system and the farm household 
are the size and structure of the dozoku system. The dozoku was, of course, much 
larger because it consisted of consanguineous and non-consanguineous families in a 
locality. There was a supra-organization i the form of the main house which 
directed and controlled the branch houses. Descriptions and analyses of the flow 
of labor from individual branch houses to the main house suggest an adaptation to 
the inadequacy of labor within the labor component of the main house (Fukutake 
1972, 63; Nagai 1953, 47). The individual household was a socio-economic sub-
system within the dozoku. The flow of labor from these subsystems to the supra-
organization may be indicative of the existence of "surplus" labor which may
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 result from an insufficient allocation of land to the unit or the high cost of renting 
 land from the main house. 
    The individual farm household system emerged from the dozoku system by 
 gradual dissolution as the necessity for labor declined through the reduction in 
 cultivation of their own land  and,  the land reform (Fukutake 1975,  72). However, 
 the concept of the ie fostered by the dozoku continued and the means of economic 
 support for the individual household continued to be farming. In the post-War 
 period, imbalances between various components developed in response to the changes 
in consumption pattern, farming techniques, and the substitution of many factory 
produced goods. These changes resulted in the development of "surplus" labor 
both seasonally and generally in the farm household system. Because of the 
constraints imposed by their agricultural past, answers to these problems were 
sought within the farm household system by using the idea of better and efficient 
use of resources to increase farm incomes. This idea was ineffective, however. The 
decision-maker was pushed into utilizing non-agricultural sources of income by 
shifting "surplus" labor from the labor component. 
    This strategy has been successful in overcoming the income imbalance 
between the production and consumption components and the "surplus" labor 
imbalance between the production and labor components. Apparently, the 
success of the strategy has been causing additional adjustments. Recently, for 
instance, there has been an increasing number of females involved in seasonal 
labor migration and local non-agricultural work. This has resulted from the 
necessity for earning additional cash income for living expenses, the reduction of 
the work load in farming, and a release from the responsibilities of child rearing 
 (Naikaku  Son Daijin Kanbo Koho-shitsu 1973, 234). In part, too, the movement 
of female labor from the farm household system has been possible because of the 
acceptance of the responsibilities of the care of the house and grandchildren by 
grandparents while the parents are working off the farm. 
Toward a comprehensive view of the farm household 
   The formulation of a comprehensive iew of the farm household was motivated 
by a research project on dekasegi and its effects on the farm household and farming. 
The effects of dekasegi on dairy development in Tohoku was noticeable by 1966 
(Oshiro 1972  135-137). By this date, many difficulties had been experienced by 
the seasonal workers and the rusu-kazoku, but hardships of seasonal work 
apparently did not deter them from engaging in seasonal work. However, an 
explanation of the movement of people to seasonal work on the basis of the 
inadequacy of the production component to support the consumption component 
is inadequate. The environmental conditions for decision-making such as the
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notion of the ie and perceived social and economic onsiderations appeared to be a 
vital part of the dekasegi phenomenon. Thus, there were numerous factors which 
must be considered to gain insights into the movement of these people to seasonal 
off-farm work. 
   The household-component approach has provided a means of having the 
effects on households as well as the integration the disparate aspects of dekasegi 
into an explanatory framework. The identification of a household components 
provided a way of viewing the effects of dekasegi in a space and time framework. 
Essentially, it required taking the  interaction of forces in integrated chunks 
(Laszlo 1972, 6). The grouping of functions into components led to the study of 
the relationships between them and modifications within them to new environmental 
conditions. 
   The farm household system consists of the four main components of consump-
tion, production, labor, and decision-making. The functions of the consumption (or 
household) component are the provision of the basic necessities of life and emotional 
well-being for the members. The production component includes the land and 
other physical resources for the production of food  and/or income. The labor 
component is, naturally, smaller than the household. Two main elements of this 
component are the functions related to the production of food and/or income and 
the maintenance of the household. The allocative function of the components 
rests with the decision-making component. 
   The continuity of the farm household depends on the maintenance of 
functions by each component. The population of a farm household may vary, 
but a sufficient number must be present to maintain each component. Otherwise, 
the system attempts to overcome the problem by searching for alternative means 
to import energy to maintain it. If the imbalance is primarily economic in 
nature, the decision-making component will attempt to modify various elements 
in the production and labor components. However, the ability to ascertain 
alternatives to overcome imbalances and the selection of an acceptable course of 
action will be determined by the background (or tradition) and the preception of 
the current environmental conditions by the decision-maker. Ultimately, as long 
as the attitude toward continuity and survival in accordance with the ideals of 
the concept of the  ie exists, the components will be kept intact and modification of 
the elements in the components will occur in response to environmental  changes; 
thus, a farm household system will be maintained. 
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